PRINCE SIDDHARTHA BECOMES
BUDDHA.

IV. BODHISATTVA'S BIRTH.

was in Kapilavastu a Shakya king, strong
JL of purpose and reverenced by all men, a de-
scendant of the Ikshvaku, who call themselves Gau-
tama, and his name was Shuddhodana or Pure-Rice.]

His wife Maya-dcvi was beautiful as the water-lily
and pure in mind as the lotus. As the Queen of Heaven,
she lived on earth, untainted by desire, and immacu-
late.                                                                        *

The king, her husband, honored her in her holi-
ness and the spirit of truth descended upon her. B

When she knew that the hour of motherhood was
near, she asked the king to send her home to her
parents; and Shuddhodana, anxious about his wife and
the child she would bear him, willingly granted her
request.                                                                  4

While she passed through the garden of Lumbim,
the hour arrived ; her couch was placed under a lofty
satin-tree and the child came forth from the womb like
the rising sun, bright and perfect.                             r*

All the worlds were flooded with light. The blind
received their sight by longing to see the coming glory